INTERNET MARKETING 101

Covering All The
Bases

by Ivana Katz

eeping visitors flocking to

vour website involves a

wide range of technigues
and all of them can help improve
vour search rankings as well, il
done right. The old days of just
parking a website on a server and
posting some flashy graphics, sub-
mitting it to the search engines and
crossing vour fingers just won't
cut it anvmore.

Today the search engines are more dis-
cerning and for you to achieve a page one
ranking vou need to use several tools. This
starts with great content on your site. The
single best thing you can do to help your
search ranking organically is o have a
very specific focus for your website and
ensure you have layers of detail about the
products or services you are offering.

This isn’t a simple matter of just work-
ing a specific keyword into yvour text hun-
dreds of times (you can actually be pun-
ished by the search engines for spamming
keywords). You need to provide content
that is interesting, valuable and has the
right keyword density sprinkled through
out.

[n addition, you need to make sure you
have a consistent message in your content,
as most search engines are still doing
latent semantic mdexing, which looks for
common themes in content,

Are you having déficutties in finding exactly what
youre looking for? Then why not posi a FREE
“Wanted Ad". As a reader of this magazine, you
can now piace FREE online classified adwvertising
Mo a range of diferent calegories including the
“Wanled Ad™ category
See page 55 for more details or visit
www.readersads.com.au

Once you have your

website setup and it's
being indexed by the
search  engines, you

should consider writing
articles that relate 1o vour
website's topics and sub-
mit these to some of the
more popular  article
directories. These articles
should have an Author’s
Box, also referred 1o as a
Resource Box at the bot-
tom, that contains details about your busi-
ness and a link back to vour website.

Since this content is free to anvone that
wants to use it on their website, vou can
get quite a lot of exposure from posting
these articles. When other websites stan
using your article, you will get some of the
coveted backlinks to your site that can dra-
matically improve your search engine
results. These backlinks are free and are
considered gold by most search engines,
They indicate to the search engines tha
you have a website that others are interest-
ed in and this helps to establish you as an
authority on a particular subject in the
search engines’ eyes.

It’s a good idea to submit these articles
on a regular basis to keep links fowing in.
It is importam they relate to vour website's
topic and provide original, interesting and
useful information. If you’re not much of a
writer, you can find people who will write
them tor you for a reasonable fee. The key
here is that the more articles you post, the
better your chances of obtaining backlinks.

Bh‘l;_h‘ are another IMporiant aspect ol a
healthy website and can keep readers com-
ing hack for more. You have the choice of
writing the blog as part of a website, or as
i separale entity.

If vou keep the blog as a feature of the
site, you benefit by developing a stable of
visitors that will return to your site again

and again if they are interested in the sub-
Ject matter. In this case you are using the
blog to build traffic for your site directly
and then offering products or services on
your site for purchase.

If you keep the blog off your site, you
can still refer back to vour site in the blog,
which will help with traffic and backlinks.
You also have the option of monetising the
blog with targeted ads. This way you have
an opporiumty to make a sale through the
blog, or by directing vour readers back 1o
your sile,

You can also earn additional income
from click-through ads, such as Google
Adsense, which can be featured on the

blog.
E

It is a 541LHJ idea 1o cre-
ale both styles of blogs,
since each has its own
advantages,

Another great tool 1o
use o help vour wehsie
and product succeed are

like
Squidoo, This site allows

social article sites
you to organize a set of
that

kevword optimised. These

['l'.l?_{r.“h or lenses are
lenses are easy (o setup and
can generate lots of traffic
il they are promoted correctly. They can
contain simple text boxes or more exotic
content like videos to help you get your
'|"‘-I'l1l'|l ACTORS,

The kev to success with sites like
Squidoo is to be very specific with each
lense you set up. Many first-time users try
1o build lenses with a group of keywords
and this is really the wrong approach. The
best ways to use Squidoo is 1o have one
kevword per lens and then have a lot of
lenses 1o make sure you have the relevant
keywords covered. Once you set these up,
get ready for some amazing traffic.

All of these technigues are important
in their own way and will work together 1o
help you creaie a site that will conven vis-
lors into customers. Each of them targets
a different path to the site and all of them
will work wonders for vou if vou take the
lime to organize them and update them
regularly.

lvana Katz makes it easy for you to get your
business on the internet. i you're looking for
a professional and aHordable website
designer, visit www.webdbusiness.com.au

and download a free website plan.
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